
Church (X) proposes to act in a way that another Church (Y) or an Instrument of 
Communion (Z) claims to threaten church unity.

Informal 
Conversation

Between X, Y, Z
Stop

X Consults 
AOC
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AOC Personal 
Pastoral 
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Three Assessors
Appointed by AOC

1 month

Request by 
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Referral to 
Instrument

1 year

Evaluation by 
Committee
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Mediation

AOC Receives Recommendation
1 month

X Receives 
Request
6 Months

ACC
Consideration
Next meeting

Stop

Acceptance

Appeal 
to JSC

3 
Months

Success

Request 
Issued

Threat

X Receives 
Request
6 Months

Rejection

No 
Threat

Failure

Not
ACC
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Parties set up 

Mediation Process

Parties 
appoint 

mediator
3 years

X and Y 
agree to 

mediation

X or Y
refuse

mediation

Acceptance

Rejection

Stop

Rejection 
compatible with 

covenant

X Voluntarily relinquishes covenant

ACC may declare X to have relinquised covenant

Refusing 
Party

Success

Failure

Failure

Success

2.1

2.1

3.1
3.2.a

3.2.b

3.3

3.4

Rejection 
incompatible 

with 
covenant

Immediate
Threat Not pressing

Threat

No 
Threat

Immediate
but unclear

3.
5

3.4.a 3.4.b

3.4.c 3.4.d

4.0

4.1

4.2

4.4

4.5

5, 6.3

5.2

5.1

5.3, 6.4

5.4, 6.5

6.1

6.2

7

7.1

7.2

7.6

8.1-2

8.3

8.4

8.4.a

8.4.b
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